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Government secretly put radia^piri
Nazi concentration'camp m which'?
grotesque' experimentsitwere con-.>
ducted on prisoners;^ ^F i'

From 1945 until the mid-1970s —\
years of concern about the Soviet
Union's military intentions — the^
federal govermgent underwrote af
number of experiments . that in-:
volved exposing humans to^higUyi:
radioactive substances/ ^

In several experiments, scientists;
injected toxic plutonium intojgrave
ly injured hospital -patients;-;They
exposed indigent cancer;iJatients to
whole-body radiation 10 times more
powerful than that recommend)^ as
treatment for leukemia. They dan
gled prison inmates' |esticles'in ir
radiated water and served poor

prtmant-^omeh
I. -, cc^ails;'coh-

Manytest sul^ects :4V
were^rawn from

ranks of SOCiefy'S Iianced

byvirtue of their race, / ahd t^
age,incomeo^^^^^- ^
intelligence, r ;'

By MEUSSA HEALY
® Angeles times .

WASHINGTON - They feared
the threat of atomic war, of hostile
superpowers firing nuclear missiles
over the horizon, forever changing

.the lives of innocent civilians. But
:thqr never expected the radiation to
j^ome from theirown government.
K For the 'Inupiat Eskunos ofnorth
westAlaska, it came from the cari-
^u, which got it from the lichen,
which absorbed it from the radioac-
^e debris scattered across the tun-
Sira by scientists. For a group of
J^cer patients in Cincinnati —
;mostly poor, mostly black -- it came

the form of "treatments" admin
istered by an eminent researcher in
^diation. For
^dren at the
D^emald School
i1!>r the Mentally
•Retarded, it
l^e along with
^eir breakfast
tcereal,servedup
^ researchers
;^m the Massa-
pliusetts Insti-f
•tote of Technol-

From Alaska
3^ Boston, oneof
;®e Cold War's
'^ost chilling legacies isfinally com-
pg to light, dragged into the open

the agency that zealously s^e-
i^arded thenation's nuclear secrets
^r decades. At the direction ofEn-

Secretary Hazel O'Leaiy, her
iabpartment has vowed to "come
^ean" on the human radiation ex
periments sponsored bythe federal
gpvenunent for nearly three dec-

^ Beyond the crudeness ofsome of
.%e experiments lies another iiyus-
j^e: The subjects were not just hu-
Span guinea pigs in a series of po-
fentially lethal experiments. Many
jwre drawn from the ranks of soci-
fity's dispossessed, either by virtue
iof their race, age, income or intelli
gence.
j^'In a sense, some were victims
^ce over: Already socially disad-
S^taged, they were used by a gov-
,€mment and medical ^tablishment
!^at appeared to value science and
prestige and militaiy supremacy
more highly than the rights of indi-
SHduals on the fringes of society.
jSThe picture that is emeiiging is
gtoe that, as a government scientist
femiliar with the testing put it in
|950, "has a little of the Buchen-
^d touch" — a reference to the

muriify Scour
files : for \ evi
dence of such

• experiments,.
they /are con

fronting ethical issues as old as the
Hippocratic oath and as recent as
the 1947 Nuremberg convention,
which articulated international stan
dards of informed consent.

So far, O'Leary has discussed de
tailsof onlyone of the experiments.
Others have come to light as a re
sult of congressional hearingsor in-
deperident inv^gations. Altogeth
er, information involving more than

.30 experiments has been disclosed.
Of those cases for which specific

information is available, roughly a
dozen involve subjects drawnmm
the ranks of&edisadvantaged. •

Ruth Faden, a inedical ethicist at
Baltimore's Johns Hopkins Univer
sitywho will head the review panel
created by O'Leaiy, said-"it would
notbe surprising" if the fullbo(ty of
experiments wereto showa signifi
cant pattern of abuse of vulnerable
and dispossessed people.

In fairness, most of the experi
ments were conducted at a time
when far less was known about the
long-term hazards of radiation ex*
posure, and they are behig judged
by far more sophisticated .standards
than were available to scientists at
the time. Even so, the revelations
,i^e disturbing; questions about the

;subjects chosen, r iH'Pj ;
: Did the researchers |iinderstand
;that some of then* ^ieriments
might be etUcally qiiwtionable?
Some of the vprincip^^have de
fended- the studies as reasonable
;and necessaryin li^t of the appar-
;ent threat of nuclear warfare. To-
jday's critics say the choice ofsub
jects/suggests that scientists knew
;even then that their j^search might

notstand-w to imblic scrutiny.
Faden^S the independent panel

will focusln the standards used in
choosing ^jects and on the extent
of inform^ consent by participants.
In ex2unimg those issues, Faden
said, teeners vnll consider wheth
er Cold V/ar anxiety -- the sense of
military,Jurgenqr" that ; clearly
;prpmptei^suppoit for many studi^
—is a"vdid excuse for any abus^


