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Government secretly put radiation into|

By MELISSA HEALY --: |
© Los Angeles Times . ' .

WASHINGTON —. They feared
the threat of atomic war, of hostile
superpowers firing nuclear missiles
over the horizon, forever changing
«the lives of innocent civilians. But
hey never expected the radiation to
Xome from their own government.
ks For the Inupiat Eskimos of north-

est Alaska, it came from the cari-
%ou, which got it from the lichen,
swhich absorbed it from the radioac-
Hve debris scattered across the tun-
Wra by scientists. For a group of
Xancer patients in Cincinnati —
-fostly poor, mostly black — it came
4 the form of “treatments” admin-
JStered by an eminent researcher in

diation.  For

Union’s military intentions —

jpowerful than that recommended as
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Nazi concentration: camp 'in which"‘;‘-‘fsubji/ects-chosen._ RS 1% ,
grotesque experiments:<were con-:i. Did the researchers junderstand
{ ithat some of . their experiments
~From 1945 until the mid-1970s — . ‘might be. ethically quiestionable?
Some of ‘the 'principals have' de-
the, fended. the studies as reasonable
ax “and necessary in light of the appar- ‘
number of experiments’, that- in-; ent- threat of nuclgr warfare?p;;- ~ er-Cold War anxiety — the sense of

ducted on prisoners.! *{*

years of concern about the Soviet

federal government underwrote

radioactive substances:- "3
* In several experiments, scientists

volved exposing humans to; highly
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Society
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,* not stand- ":to'public’scrutiny. D
. Faden gald the independent panel.
will. focus.pn: the standards used in
choosing siibjects and on the extent

of informejl consent by participants.
In iing those issues, “Faden

said, members will consider wheth-

«military “{ urgency - that .f'cléa?ly'
: prompted; support for many ,studS?/

- o o Tor o Scentists. even then that their:research might ' is'a'valid excuse for any abusel
injected toxic plutonium intoigrave-" -~ - .- o RS R ‘

ly injured hospital’patients:They-
exposed indigent cancer;patients to.
whole-body radiation 10 times ‘more

treatment for leukemia. They. dan--
gled prison inmates’ testicles’inir:
radiated water and’ served poor
- prégnant-women

R

ildren  at the
¥ernald " School

for the Mentally - Many test subjects
Retarded, it " yara drawn from the,

to.. . cocktails: " -con- |
taining . radioac-
<+ tive iron filings.’
.~ And all of the re-

{ame along with . i earch > 'was - fi-
fheir breakst ° ranks of society’s : nanced wih tax
, served up H oo dollars,y ey
researchers: dls;_:ossessed,_githerf 7" As the govern-
Jtom the Massa- by virtue of their race, ‘ment‘and - the
i o » " R - c‘ 03
dite of Technol. - A€y income or - Lo
«ogy. i Y files Tofor'y evi
" &xFrom Alaska - mtemgence .., dence. of -such
13 Boston, one of ; ‘experiments, .
the Cold War's they- -are"’ con-

:most chilling legacies is finally com-
Jng to light, dragged into the open
Hy the agency that zealously safe-
$uarded the nation’s nuclear secrets
for decades. At the direction of En-
ergy Secretary Hazel -O’Leary, her
«department has vowed to “come
Hean” on the human radiation ex-
‘ipriments sponsored by the federal
ggvemment for nearly three dec-
es. .
'ﬁBeyond the crudeness of some of

the experiments lies another injus- .
“ tice: The subjects were not just hu-
man guinea pigs in a series of po-.

Yentially lethal experiments. Many

Were drawn from the ranks of soci-

€ty’s dispossessed, either by virtue
of their race, age, income or intelli-
gence.

=In a sense, some were victims

twice over: Already socially disad-
Vantaged, they were used by a gov-
£mment and medical establishment
that appeared to value science and
prestige and military supremacy
more highly than the rights of indi-
{iduals on the fringes of society.
The picture that is emerging is
ihe that, as a government scientist
amiliar with the testing put it in
49850, “has a little of the Buchen-

wald touch” — a reference to the

.30 experiments has been disclosed.

. created by O’Leary, said “it would

fronting ethical ié.éu&s as old as the |

Hippocratic oath and as recent as
the 1947 Nuremberg convention,
which articulated international stan-
dards of informed consent.

So far, O’'Leary has discussed de-
tails of only one of the experiments. |
Others: have come to light as a re-
sult of congressional hearings or in-
dependent - investigations. Altogeth-
er, information involving more than

Of those cases for which specific
information is available, roughly a
dozen involve subjects drawn from
the ranks of the disadvantaged. . |

Ruth Faden, a imedical ethicist at |

Baltimore’s Johns Hopkins Univer- |
sity who will head the review panel

not be surprising” if the full body of
experiments were to show a signifi-
cant pattern of abuse of vulnerable
and dispossessed people.

In faimess, most of the experi-
ments were conducted at a time
when far less was-known about the
long-term hazards of radiation ex:
posure, and they are being judged
by far more sophisticated standards
than were available to scientists at
the time. Even ‘so, the revelations
raise disturbing questions.about the |




